How to use data in the classroom in inquiry lessons

Long-term Sampling of Narragansett Bay
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Graph #1 — Annual Abundance of Winter Flounder 1959-2003
(Annual abundance is the total of the twelve average monthly catches for
winter flounder. Data courtesy of GSO Fish Trawl)
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1. What does the graph indicate about winter flounder abundance
over the last forty years?

2. What could cause variability in the abundance of winter flounder
in Narragansett Bay?

3. What conclusions can you draw from the data?
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Graph #2 —Temperature in Narragansett Bay 1959-2002

(Temperature is the average of weekly surface temperatures during
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winter months. Data courtesy of GSO Fish Trawl)
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1. What trends are evident in the temperature data?

2. Are there any correlations between the two sets of data?

2005

3. What other data would be helpful in developing your conclusions?
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